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12. What is an important ecological “job” done by many fungi and bacteria that ensures plants have a source of inorganic nutrients?
The importance of ecological job that many fungi and bacteria do that ensue plants have source of organic nutrients is to break down different compounds usable by the plants. Both fungi and bacteria are capable of providing minerals and nutrients into usable form by the plants. For example, the nitrogen fixing bacteria make the nitrogen available for pant use.  


13. When black bread mold sexually reproduces, what kind of spore does it make?
Zygospore. 

14. Where are the spore-producing structures located on a mushroom?
The spore-producing asci are located on the inner surface of the mature fruiting body. Spores are released in a cloud when the asci break open.

17. When fungi reproduce (asexually or sexually) they produce many, many spores. Speculate about why it is beneficial/ essential for them to produce so many spores and why the number of spores is detrimental to many people?
Fungi need to produce so many spores because most spores simply die where they land, lacking water and food. The fungi are detrimental to many people due to their ability to cause infections (Choi & Kim, 2017). Diseases associated with inhalation of fungal spores include toxic pneumonitis, hypersensitivity pneumonitis, tremors, chronic fatigue syndrome, kidney failure, and cancer.  
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